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The Greatest Canadian Song ever written 




Just like thousands of Albertans, Martha enjoys camping in the mountains on long weekends.  On the last July-long Martha and Henry found themselves in the mountains of southwestern Alberta (above photo) at the headwaters of the Castle River, splashing in freezing cold creeks, hiking through fields of wildflowers, and spotting more deer than they could count.  Martha sang the whole time, as she always does when she hikes, but instead of her usual ditty (“The hills are alive” from the Sound of Music) she belted out “Raise a Little Hell”: 
If you don't like what you see 

Why don't you fight it? 

If you know there's something wrong 

Why don't you right it!

Raise a little Hell, Raise a little Hell, Raise A Little Hell!

 

Comedian Rick Mercer once called Trooper’s hit about making the world a better place, “the Greatest Canadian Song ever,” and Martha concurs.  (Just in case you are not already singing it here is a short sample: MP3 sample) 

 

Now lest you fear for Martha’s joy in all things familial on that hike, I will remind you that Martha gets a little worked up when she sees injustices, and she saw some big injustices that made her want to raise some hell:  the industrial use of those beautiful spaces.  When she got home she did some research online and found out that not only is that area of Alberta stunning it also “contains one of the highest animal and plant species diversity in Alberta. More than 120 provincially rare plant species can be found in the Castle, 38 of which are nationally rare. Because of its rich habitat diversity 59 species of mammals can be found here.”  (See www.castlewilderness.ca)   

 

For three decades conservationists have been calling on the Alberta government to protect these lands from further degradation at the hands of industrial users.  The Alberta government, itself, has even called for its protection.  

 
Some of you may remember the Special Places 2000 program of the Alberta government. It named 81 “Special Places”.  The Castle headwaters is the only one of the 81 that has yet to be legislated as any type of park.  Earlier, in 1993, Alberta's Natural Resources Conservation Board recommended to the Alberta Cabinet that the southern part of the Castle be protected. The history of the efforts to protect the Castle from further industrial encroachment is lengthy. Grab a coffee and read this for more background: History of Castle Wilderness.   But despite thousands of letters, and a number of government reports calling for the area to be protected there is still no legislation to protect the Castle.

So Martha called up the Castle Crown Wilderness Coalition to find out what they were doing about it.  For more than 2 years there has been a strong call for the establishment of a wildland park and a provincial park in the Castle River headwaters, which would be a tribute to Andy and Kay Russell and be in recognition of the Piikani Nation.  The proposed park would be called the Andy Russell-I’tai sah kòp Park. Yippee, screamed Martha.  This is exactly what we need.   Andy, who died in June 2005, was an author, mountain man, guide, and fierce fighter for the wilderness he knew so well.  When the Alberta Wilderness Association awarded him with their Defender Award he gave a great interview in which he acknowledged his mortality but wished he could “live to 200 to give ‘em hell”. (See AWA) The AWA website even gives you a chance to hear Andy tell one of his famous wilderness tales.  (See Wilderness Tale)

 

Surely, the Alberta government would follow its own recommendations to protect the Castle and name it after Andy Russell, a man Premier Klein called a “great Albertan”?  Thousands of Canadians have asked the Alberta government to create the Andy Russell I’tai sah kòp Park.  Even famous people like Ian Tyson, Robert Bateman and the Prince of Edinburgh have written letters asking for protection of the Castle (see AWA).   Still there is no action from the Alberta Government.
 

On the heels of all this bad news the Canadian Parks and Wilderness Society (CPAWS) issued a damming report in June 2007 on the state of Alberta’s parks and biodiversity.  In the report (available at www.CPAWS.org) Canada’s pre-eminent wilderness protection society states that Alberta has the “weakest parks legislation in Canada” and calls on the Alberta Government, “to act immediately to protect Alberta’s diversity, as our wild places are disappearing fast.” 
The proposed park is 1,040 sq. km. (400 sq. mi.).  It would encompass the public lands of the Forest Reserve on the north side of Waterton Lakes National Park and be a small part of the major action needed to improve Alberta’s wildlands.

 

Andy Russell lived his life the way Trooper’s song calls us to live: when we see something that is not right we need to make a change.  Well, something is not right in the Castle River headwaters and we need to help make a change.  It seems that the only way we will see a protected land in the Castle is to raise some hell of our own.  So let’s get all the Marthas out there to write the Premier and his Ministers to ask them to create a park in honor of Andy and Kay Russell and the Piikani Nation that will protect a unique corner of Alberta.

 

Copy the following letter into an email and add some personal thoughts about the Castle, Andy Russell, Alberta’s wildlands, or the Piikani Nation. Click here to send the email.  If the above link does not open your email program, simply copy and paste the following addresses into your email: foothills.rockyview@assembly.ab.ca, premier@gov.ab.ca,  dunvegan.centralpeace@assembly.ab.ca, marthasmonthly@yahoo.ca, edmonton.calder@assembly.ab.ca, edmonton.decore@assembly.ab.ca, edmonton.ellerslie@assembly.ab.ca
 

 

Premier Ed Stelmach,

Honourable Hector Goudreau, Minister of Tourism, Parks, Recreation & Culture      

Honourable Ted Morton, Sustainable Resource Development

August 7, 2007

 

Dear Sirs:

           RE:  Andy Russell – I’tai sah kòp Park

I am concerned about the state of Alberta’s wildlands and I am writing to you today to ask you to follow the recommendations of the Special Places 2000 report and other government reports that have called for the protection of the Castle River headwaters in southwestern Alberta.  For more than 2 years the Alberta government has been reviewing the designation of the area as a wildland and provincial park named in honor of the late Andy Russell.  

 

The Andy Russell – I’tai sah kòp Park, while small, would encompass an area that provides 30% of the recorded water flow for the entire Oldman Basin.  It would protect the biodiversity of the region and ensure that future generations have access to some of the wildlands that Andy Russell loved.

 

In keeping with the government’s new “quality of life” priority of expanding and upgrading the Alberta’s parks system to meet the growing population’s needs for wild places, I encourage you to work together to establish this long-overdue wildland park and provincial park.  

 

 

I look forward to your response.

Sincerely,

 

Your name and full mailing address
